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An interesting repeater installation…. (see inside)

This Newsletter is published by the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society
P.O. Box 10402, LINTON GRANGE, 6015
Editing by Christopher ZS2AAW

QSX‐PE ‐ Newsletter for the discerning Radio Ham
Download QSX‐PE from www.zs2pe.co.za/Newsletter/Newsletter.htm
or www.commco.co.za/pears.htm

PEARS Monthly Meeting
Tuesday 21st of October, 7:30 pm
Topic…..
at the Italian Sporting Club, 17 Harold Road, Charlo.
Why not wear a name badge with your call sign to the meeting so that everyone can get to know each other.

WRINKLY RAVERS
The regular monthly lunchtime meetings of the Wrinklies take place every first
Thursday of the month at ‘Beyond Beans’ in Newton Park. You will only be excused if
you have a "more" important appointment, or you do not have any wrinkles. Come join
the folks for some tremendous company and fun, whether you have wrinkles or not.

SEE YOU THERE!!!!!
DIARY OF EVENTS
4 October
17-19 October
16 November

RTA Port Elizabeth
JOTA
Field day 10h00-16h00 @ Londt Park

Radio Technology in Action seminar
Magnetic Storm
15 Mangold Street Newton Park
Saturday 4 October
08:30 Registration
09.15 Opening address “Is amateur Radio Going
anywhere?” Geoff Levy ZS6C, President SARL
09.30 Southern African universities Radiometric Network - Solar Radiometric Data for the
Public Prof Ernest van Dyk Director: Centre for Energy Research
10:30 Refreshments
11:00 Antenna Modelling with NEC2 Vincent Harrison ZS6BTY
12:15 Digital modes as applied in amateur radio – how does it work?Riaan Greeff ZS4PR
13:15 Light Lunch
14:00 The SARL Isolated USB Transceiver Control Interface kit Frik Wolff ZS6FZ
14:45 The SARL 5 MHz Project – WSPR and early results Hans van de Groenendaal ZS6AKV
15:15 Smartphones/devices and amateur radio applications Riaan Greeff ZS4PR
16:00 Progress report on SA AMSAT’s cubesat KLETSkous
16:15 General discussion and attendance draw
16:45 ends

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL – see www.amateurradio.org.za/RTAPE2014.htm
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PEARS General Meeting - September
Minutes of the monthly meeting held on 16 September at the Italian Sporting Club, Harold
Road, Charlo, commencing at 19h30
1. WELCOME
Chairman welcomes those present
2. ATTENDANCE
As per Attendance Register
3. APPOLOGIES
Tony ZR2TX made apologies via Chairman and won’t be able to do planned presentation as
promised.
4. UPCOMMING EVENTS
Chairman informs meeting that Tony ZR2TX will be needing +/‐ 5 operators (Control and
Field) to assist with an upcoming event in Loerie. Further details to be announced.
Al Akers ZS2U, informs those present of planned Field day that will take place at the Londt
Park Sports Grounds on 16 November 2014. All welcome to set up displays, test Antennas,
partake in boot sale and braai afterwards.
Al further makes a suggestion that members be given an opportunity to share their
Ammateur Radio Highlights after the meetings.
The next RTA meeting will be held on the 4th of October 2014. Chairman has organised the
conference room facilities of Magnetic Storm in Newton Park, Cnr of 2nd Avenue and
Mangold Street. Some members are of the opinion that the attendance fees for non‐SARL
members are too high.
Neil Thomas ZR2NT Will be offering a basic pic programming course for beginners – limited
space – details to follow.
5. FINANCES
Clive ZS2RT gives a rundown of current financial situation, informing members that there
are still one or two pay outs to be honoured.
6. REPEATER NEWS
Chris ZS2AAW gives feedback on current repeater situation and informed members that he
was contacted by the Nelson Mandela Metro enquiring about the existing PEARS Lady
Slipper contract. A copy of the existing expired agreement was then forwarded to them. A
new agreement on the old terms will hopefully be signed soon.
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ZS2AAW further reports that he has ordered 2x Dishes that will be installed on Lady Slipper
and Mt Road to secure better internet connection for members in the Uitenhage/Elands
River Valley. He has also ordered a 600w inverter for Lady Slipper PC
7. CLUB SHIRTS / LOGO ON SIGHN BOARD
Colin ZR2CRS offered to take over the shirt orders from Chairman. Barry ZS2H Asked for
feedback regarding adding our Logo to that of the Italian Club signboard – Colin will take up
the matter with the Italian Club Manager and give feedback at next meeting.
8. RAE CLASSES
Donovan ZS2DL has gracefully offered to once again continue with RAE classes and
requested the club purchase a whiteboard for use during lectures. Request Approved
9. QSX
Chairman thanks Chris for a job well done on compiling the QSX.
10. DIGIPEATER
Chairman will contact Donovan regarding the current status of the Yeasu Digital Repeater
Meeting adjourns and is followed by a very insightful talk by Chris ZS2AAW on trackers –
what’s in the box and how it works
Minutes taken and compiled by Patsy ZS2PTY

PIC Programming course
Neil, ZR2NT, has offered to run a PIC programming course at a venue
to be announced later. If you are interested, please email Neil at
neil_thomas@mweb.co.za so that he can plan a suitable around the
amount of interest shown. Neil will start with the basics of PIC
programming, so if you are already past the “first project” stage, this
course may not be for you, unless you would like to come along just
to make sure you haven’t missed anything ☺. This is an ideal start for
those that don’t know where to begin their electronics construction
hobby!
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Trans-Baviaans Mountain Bike Race
Tony, ZR2TX
This event is a single stage race between Willowmore and Jeffreys Bay with the route taking
the riders through the Baviaanskloof. Competitors get 24 hours to complete the race with
the winners taking just under 9 hours for the 230km route.
A team consists of either 2, 3 or 4 riders and this year there were 400 teams totaling almost
1200 competitors.
PEARS has been involved with this event over the past 4 years, providing radio
communications throughout the length of the Baviaanskloof. Anyone who has driven in this
area will appreciate just how challenging this is, as the terrain is very rugged with large
sections of the road buried in deep mountains. Despite these difficulties we manage to put
together a network of Checkpoints and temporary repeaters which allow us to keep track of
all the competitors and also provide the organisers with a means to manage the logistics
and safety aspect of the event.
This year we had 15 PEARS members involved along with other non‐Ham helpers manning 6
points along the route. These ranged from official check points, where competitors are
required to check in, to other unofficial points providing safety communications or repeater
services.

Ted ZS2TED and Tony ZR2TX at Control – Checkpoint 5
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Our main Control station was based at Patensie, Check Point 5, where supporters get the
first view of their riders since leaving them at Willowmore. Every year we are eagerly
sought out to provide the latest update on the progress of their team. Team numbers are
received from the official check points, via our radio network, and published in lists along
with the check‐in time, to allow supporters to follow the progress through the Kloof.
As can be expected in an event of this size,
there were a few medical issues. Put
together 1200 tired riders and rough
terrain and you get problems. We had a
few broken collar bones and ribs but
thankfully all were evacuated safely.
Communications were primarily over VHF
but all stations also set up HF and made
usable contact, which was great as
distances were fairly short and it was a
good exercise to establish how well our HF
equipment and antenna work in the field.
Andrew ZS2G testing comms from Checkpoint 3
We have also been working on testing APRS tracking in rough terrain to allow us to utilise
this resource during Search and
Rescue activities. This has been
proving quite challenging and
some further work is necessary to
identify why our coverage is not
better. Chris ZS2AAW has
invested a huge amount of time
and effort into designing and
building portable tracker units.
He installed a number of
digipeaters through the Kloof so
the infrastructure was in place
but it appears the tracker units
are not up to the task.
Field teams from the Kleihuise (ZS2AAW and ZS2AE),
Checkpoint 2 (ZS2NT and Shaun), Grasnek repeater (ZS2GV
As always PEARS provided an excellent service and this was greatly appreciated by the
organisers and participants alike. If you are not involved in our activities and would like to
assist please volunteer for future events.
Make sure your name and email address are on Tony’s list of volunteers ‐ Ed
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PEARS mobile comms centre
Nick, ZS2NT
A big step was recently taken
towards the establishment of
a mobile communications
centre for use in Special
Events.
The redundant
vehicle‐mounted
container
that was secured for this
purpose was moved from the
QTH of Otto, to Newton Park,
making it more easily
accessible for modifications
and refurbishment to be
carried out.

The first step will be to
remove the heavy subframe
still attached underneath the
floor, that was part of the
vehicle it was mounted on
before. The interior will be
cleaned up and made good for
equipment installation.
Investigations
are
being
carried out on making the unit
mobile enough to be deployed
wherever required
It is envisaged to kit the
container out with sufficient
radio base station and repeater equipment to perform all the duties of a JOC in the field,
wherever it may be required.
Volunteers in the form of “many hands make light work” are welcome to contact Nick,
ZS2NT (details on the back page)
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Repeater with the BIGGEST cooling fan..??
Glen ZS2GV
Glen had an interesting time installing a repeater recently…

A careful look at
the photo above
reveals the bases
of two blades –
yes, this is one of
the Jeffreys Bay
wind
turbines
(left), where a
local area comms
repeater
was
installed
for
security services.
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CONGRATULATIONS
BIRTHDAYS – October
01
02
04
04
06
06
08
10
12
13
22
24
26
26

Eric Hosten ZS2ECH
Glenn Kraut ZS2GK
Donovan van Loggerenberg ZS2DL
Renee Middleton (Guy ZS2FOX)
Colin Ashwell ZS2AO
Norma Flanagan (Terry ZS2ABB)
Vanessa Scarr ZS2VS
Madeleine Flugel (Merrick)
Neil Thomas ZR2NT
Llise Dodd ZS2LLD
Marjorie Kraut (Glenn ZS2GK)
Cathy Gerstle (Wolf ZS2WG)
Patsy Kruger ZS2PTY
Stoffel Carr ZS2C

27 Ted Smook ZS2TED
29 Pat Pullinger ZS2PAT

ANNIVERSARIES – October
01
03
08
10

Tony & Deidre Allen ZR2TX
Mike & Susanna Bosch ZS2FM
Micho & Christel ZS2MD
Terrence & Anne van der Linden
ZS2VDL
12 Donovan & Rosalie van Loggerenberg
ZS2DL
13 Glen & Marjorie Kraut ZS2GK
17 Yakov & Chantal Loock ZS2YCL
24 Al & Jo Akers ZS2U & ZS2W

Replace [at] with @ when you want to send an email (this is done to try to prevent spamming).

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services
Local Repeaters: These repeaters form a separate sub‐net in the PE ‐ Uitenhage ‐ Despatch area.
Town VHF
Town UHF
Uitenhage
Longmore
IRLP available
145.050/650
431.050/438.650
145.075/675
145.025/625
on this subnet
Cape Linked System Repeaters:
These form the PEARS long‐range 2‐metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern
Cape and WCRWG systems. See www.zs2pe.co.za/Repeaters/repeaters.htm for more details.
Lady's Slipper
Grahamstown
Cradock
Noupoort (link only)
145.100/700
145.150/750
145.050/650
438.750 / 438.675
Colesberg
Kareedouw
Plett
Brenton
431.075/438.675
145.125/725
145.175/775
145.075/675
Packet network:
ZS0GHT‐2 Packet Node
ZS0NTP BBS
ZS0CDK‐2 Digi
ZS0NTP‐2 Packet Node
Lady’s Slipper
Cradock
Lady’s Slipper
Grahamstown
On all node frequencies
144.800 1200bd
144.800 1200bd
144.800 1200bd
434.800 1200bd
439.850 9600bd
439.850 9600bd (to LS)
434.800 1200bd APRS
ZS2ABZ‐4
ZS0KDB APRS Digi
ZS0KDJ APRS Digi
WMR918 WX Station
Longmore
Mount Road
144.625 1200bd
434.800 1200bd
434.800 1200bd
VHF Beacon: 50.007 MHz FSK @ ZS2X, 25 Watts into 2 element Yagi beaming north.
Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Bank
code 121217, A/C name: Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society. Please use call signs as a reference.
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Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor, nor any PEARS club member, shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any
article and/or drawing contained in this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily
that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. The material contained in this
newsletter is not meant to defame, purge, humiliate and/or hurt someone's person or feelings.
If copyright is unintentionally infringed, we apologise, this newsletter is published as a free service to
Amateur Radio operators and friends and is not for profit or gain.

Two men met at a bus stop and struck up a conversation.
One of them kept complaining of family problems.
Finally, the other man said: “You think you have family
problems?
Listen to my situation: “A few years ago I met a young
widow with a grown‐up daughter. We got married and I got
myself a stepdaughter.
Later, my father married my stepdaughter. That made my stepdaughter, my step‐mother,
and my father became my stepson. Also, my wife became mother‐in‐law of her father‐in‐
law.
Much later, the daughter of my wife, my stepmother, had a son. This boy was my half‐
brother because he was my father’s son. But he was also the son of my wife’s daughter
which made him my wife’s grandson. That made me the grandfather of my half‐brother.
This was nothing until my wife and I had a son. Now the half‐sister of my son, my
stepmother, is also the grandmother. This makes my father, the brother‐in‐law of my child,
whose stepsister is my father’s wife, I am my stepmother’s brother‐in‐law, my wife is her
own child’s aunt, my son is my father’s nephew and I am my OWN GRANDFATHER!”

SA Maritime Mobile Net – Congratulations!
The SA Maritime Mobile Network has been in existence for thirty‐five years this October
2014.
The founder of the network, Allistair ZS5MU (silent key) and Davina ZS5GC (retired) had
been running this network with the help of up to twenty coastal stations at times twice
daily, for the benefit of the yachting fraternity sailing across the Indian and Atlantic oceans
and calling at SA ports, for many years. Since Allistair became silent key, Graham ZS2ABK
has been the host of this network with Des, ZS2ABU PE and Peter ZS2SK Port St Johns, as
well as ZS2ABZ PE, ably assisting the network for many years from the Eastern Cape.
Allistair had received a number of awards locally as well as from abroad for his contribution
to fostering good relationships, and so placing ham radio in SA on the map. Well done.
Any coastal amateur on the coastline being interested in the net can visit
www.sammnet.org for more information.
Des, ZS2ABUFrom
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IF NOT DELIVERED
RETURN TO
Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society
PO Box 10402
LINTON GRANGE
6015
AMATEUR RADIO is the hobby for RADIO EXPERIMENTERS
and those who like to fiddle with ELECTRONICS,
COMMUNICATIONS or COMPUTERS
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