July ‐ August 2019

Water Point “MJ’s House” at Great Zuurberg Trek, (3‐day mountain trail bike race),
May 24‐26, 2019. Photo by Beavan, ZS2RL

This Newsletter is published by the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society
P.O. Box 10402, LINTON GRANGE, 6015
Editing by Uli ZR2A

QSX‐PE ‐ Newsletter for the discerning Radio Ham
Download QSX‐PE from www.zs2pe.co.za/Newsletter/Newsletter.htm
or www.commco.co.za/pears.htm
PE‐QSX page 1

PEARS Monthly Meeting
7:30 pm at the Italian Sporting Club, 17 Harold Road, Charlo.

Tuesday 16th of July 2019
Air traffic controller, by John Spies

Tuesday 20th of August 2019
TBA

Tuesday 17th of September 2019
TBA

DIARY OF EVENTS
13 – 14 July
16 July
19 – 20 July
20 July
21 July
27 – 28 July
4 August
10 – 11 August
10 – 11 August
17 – 18 August
17
18
20
25
28
31
14
14
17
21
21
28

– 18 August
August
August
August
August
August – 1 Sept.
– 15 September
– 15 September
September
– 22 September
– 22 September
– 29 September

IARU HF World Championship
PEARS monthly meeting
Baywest Mall National Rally
(ex VW Rally)
Winter QRP Contest
ZS2 Sprint
RSGB IOTA Contest
SARL HF Phone Contest
Worked All Europe DX Contest CW
Trans Baviaans – First Weekend
International Lighthouse and
Lightship Weekend ILLW
Trans Baviaans – Second Weekend
SARL HF Digital Contest
PEARS monthly meeting
SARL HF CW Contest
Crossway Trail Run
World Wide Digi DX Contest (FT4/FT8)
Worked All Europe DX Contest SSB
National Fieldday
PEARS monthly meeting
SARL All Africa DX Contest
SARL VHF/UHF Contest
CQWW RTTY Contest

Tony, ZR2TX is looking for volunteers to help support the events listed above.
Please contact him at tony.zr2tx[at]gmail.com.
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MEMBERSHIP FEES RENEWAL
PEARS membership fees are due:
Ordinary members: R150 p.a.
Couples: R200 p.a.
Pensioners: R 100 p.a.
Pensioners couples: R150 p.a.
Scholars & students: R50 p.a.
Please note that all payments for membership fees that are made direct into the
clubs bank account require a reference. This is usually your callsign, or if you do
not have one, your name should be used. This helps to identify who is making
the payment.
Banking details (for subs & donations):
NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594
Bank code 121217
A/C name: Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society.
Please use call signs (or name) as a reference.

Minutes of the June PEARS General Meeting
Held at the Italian Club on the 18th of June 2019 at 19h37
Welcome
Chairman Gert (ZS2GS) welcomed all present.
Special welcome to our new RAE members:

Jose (ZS2DS)
Bennie (ZR2BC)
Werner (ZS2WS)

Correspondence:
None in, none out
Finances were reported.

PE‐QSX page 3

General:
Bulletins
The reader, not controller should call for swaps and late news
They can discuss the club’s happenings
We only have 5 committee members that can do bulletins
We need 5 more volunteers to run the net
Tea’s and coffees
Will discuss with the new caterers whether we can store the crates with the tea and coffee
supplies at the Italian club. Will also get a kettle instead of the urn.
Overseas contact
ZS2DH has had a contact from the US at 04:00 via the repeater system on his handheld
Soft‐Touch button fix
ZS2PG has found a way to fix soft‐touch buttons. He took his sleep‐apnea machine apart, and fixed
the bottoms of the soft‐touch buttons with superglue.
Swaps
Al (ZS2U) has donated an oscilloscope
Events:
Great Zuurberg Trek – had 7 hams and were staying over at Hayterdale
Mountain Bike Race at Longmore which is a new event to us
Algoa Motorsport Club has asked PEARS to assist with their communications. Gert (ZS2GS and
Shaun (ZS2SG) went to assess the problem. They found that it was a marshall/operator problem,
the marshalls had too many tasks at hand. They may make use of PEARS for their national events.
Upcoming events
19 ‐ 20 of July
28 July
10 August
17 August

‐
‐
‐
‐

Baywest National Rally
Crossways Trial Run
Trans Baviaans
Trans Baviaans

Guest Speaker:
Gert (ZS2GS) on The Law
Next meeting:
16 July 2019 at 19.30
Chairman: GJ Schoeman

Secretary: B de Lange
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Your new editor Uli, ZR2A
Dear PEARS members, I have been elected to the PEARS
Committee at the last AGM. Lately, I agreed to take over the
edition of the QSX newsletter.
First of all, a big THANK YOU goes out to Eric, ZS2ECH who for
three years has been preparing an interesting newsletter every
one to two months. He leaves big shoes to fill and I will only learn
as time goes by, how much effort goes into filling each of our QSX
editions with meaningful contents.
A bit about myself ‐ I am a German national, on a work
assignment in PE until 2021. I was first licensed in 1983 as DL2HBX, later DM5EE as well as
KK8I and now, ZR2A. Amateur Radio has been an important part of my life since the age of
10 when I came across a radio program of Radio Beijing on shortwave on my parent’s radio
in the living room. I am enjoying shortwave communications, in particular DX and
Contesting, as well as High Speed CW. Morse Code has always been my mode of choice,
allowing for DX QSOs that would not be possible in SSB or RTTY. The advent of new modes,
especially FT8, changes what is happening on our shortwave frequencies, whether one likes
it, or not.
I would like to close with an appeal to all members: QSX is dependent on your
contributions! I will occasionally put in topics from my favourite Ham Radio corner (HF,
DXing and Contesting) but this hobby has so many facets that I need you for other insights
into activities of PEARS members that you may want to share with the group. Also,
interesting technical articles are welcome. Please contact me for ham‐related stories,
ideally with pictures. And if you feel like not being a great writer, some good pictures, along
with some captions may be of interest to others, so keep them coming.

The DXCC journey of Theunis, ZS2EC –
by Dave, ZS2DH
Theunis Potgieter, known to the world as ZS2EC, was first licensed in 1993 with a restricted
license. He enjoyed the exposure to DX‐ing so much that he upgraded his license to a full
unrestricted ZS license. According to Theunis, this is when the fun really started!
The SARL Worked All ZS (WAZS) award was the first target – getting 100 confirmed contacts
in the various ZS call zones. Not to appear idle, Theunis also set his sights on getting 100
countries (DXCC entities) confirmed. This in itself is not a small task.
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Anyone who has heard Theunis operating in a contest can attest to
the tenacity and dogged‐determination that comes with each “CQ
contest ZS2EC...” Clearly it is not just when contesting that sheer
determination drives this man!
When asked about his first QSO, Theunis replies “I cannot remember
clearly because I had to acquire a HF radio and that was a struggle at
that time but I remember it was an Italian station.”
Theunis says that while the WAZS was a lot of fun, getting the DXCCs
confirmed was hard work! The last five taking a lot of “blood, sweat,
and tears”. I would imagine most DXers will tell you that making the
contact is only half the battle – getting the confirmation is at least as
hard!
When he finally reached 100
countries confirmed, Theunis was
overjoyed! In his own words, he
describes it as “crying like a baby
– of happiness”.
Theunis was, however, not in a
financial position to pay for the
award, but was incredibly grateful
for the experience and all the
satisfaction the achievement had
brought him.
Not seeing this as the end‐of‐the‐
road, Theunis put his shoulder to
the grindstone and continued in
his quest for DXCC and WAZS.
While not plugging away with his ZS2EC callsign, Theunis also flies the ZS2PE flag whenever
he gets the opportunity. Currently, due largely to his personal efforts, ZS2PE can boast the
following achievements: WAZS‐400, 42 states worked (out of 50) for the WAS award, 92
confirmed DXCCs, and 487 contacts towards the WAZ 5‐band award. A big Thank you from
all at PEARS!
What is your next target? Theunis has set his eyes on the DXCC honour roll [331 of the 340
entities, ed.], but the very next step is getting 200 countries confirmed.
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What about his shack? On his way to
the FT‐450, 100W radio he uses now,
Theunis has had a few radios. He
started out with a B25, 20W radio and
has also owned a Kenwood TS‐50, and
a FT‐101. As for an antenna, Theunis
uses an off‐center fed dipole at 10m
(behind a 15m building).
From this modest HF station, Theunis
now sits on 158 DXCCs confirmed and
a WAZS count of 870! In addition to
these achievements, Theunis also sits
on 1024 WPX contacts and has 117
contacts towards his 5‐band WAZ award. These compliment his 50‐something certificates
received for contesting etc., so hats off to you Theunis!
Theunis would like to thank the PEARS, the SARL, and all those who have assisted and
advised him along the way.
Theunis will be operating ZS2PE in the ZS2 Sprint on Sunday, 21 July. The sprint takes
place on the 40m band between 14:00 and 15:00 UTC. Will you be taking part?

PEARS DXCC holders – by Uli, ZR2A
Chris Burger, ZS6EZ is maintaining comprehensive statistics on South African DXCC holders
which can be found at http://zs6ez.org.za/lists/dxcc‐zs.htm. He is listing a total of 241 South
African radio amateurs of the past and present as members of the ARRL’s DX Century Club.
You find a lot more than just lists of callsigns at that link and I can only recommend taking a
look at it if you are interested in DX and hunting for countries.
There are several callsigns that can be found in the list of PEARS members. The first ever
DXCC in South Africa was awarded to ZS2X, however it wasn’t today’s holder of the callsign
(and PEARS member) but a ham named Rex Bosman back in 1947. The third DXCC for ZS
amateurs went to ZS2AG in 1948, his name was Piet Pretorius. Mike Sherman ZS6IW/ZS2IW
claimed the 21st South African DXCC and DXCC No. 24 in South Africa too went to a familiar
callsign ZS2CR, albeit the original owner Wally White is a SK as well.
Interestingly, we find ZS2EC already in position 25. While Theunis achieved South Africa’s
most recent DXCC in February 2019, his callsign predecessor Lassie White worked it back in
1951 – so destiny’s path had been set a long time ago for you, Theunis!
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Of the 241 South African DXCC holders in the list, 30 have (or had) a ZS2 callsign.
I checked ZS6EZ’s tables for current PEARS members and here is what I found:
ZS2U
Al Akers
DXCC Mixed in 1952
ZS2H
Barry Jackson
DXCC Phone in 1975
ZS2DK Mitch Rundle
DXCC Mixed in 1981
ZS2ACP André Botes
DXCC Phone in 1992
ZS2DL
Donovan van Loggerenberg DXCC Mixed in 1993
ZS2EZ
Barry Murrell
DXCC Mixed in 2007
ZS2Y
Thian de Jager
DXCC Mixed in 2008
ZS2CR
Colette Rundle
DXCC Mixed in 2011
ZS2EC
Theunis Potgieter
DXCC Phone in 2019
ZS2ACP, ZS2DL, ZS2EZ and ZS2Y also hold DXCCs on every band between 80m and 10m, the
latter three also have individual DXCC awards for Phone, CW and Digital. In addition to that
André, ZS2ACP obtained the first DXCC for Satellite operation in South Africa!
DXCC Challenge:
ZS2DL
Donovan van Loggerenberg
ZS2EZ
Barry Murrell
ZS2Y
Thian de Jager
ZS2ACP André Botes

2277 points
2072 points
1283 points
1072 points

This means that Donovan has an average of 227 DXCCs worked on every band between
160m and 6m!
Total entities, including deleted entities:
ZS2DL
Donovan van Loggerenberg 340
ZS2EZ
Barry Murrell
334
Again, Donovan is leading the pack!
I know that other PEARS members also have more than 100 DXCCs confirmed but haven’t
claimed the award.
Your editor is also holding several DXCC awards but these were achieved in Germany where
working DX is quite a bit easier than from South Africa. Hats off to everyone who made it
from here and congratulations to those on ZS6EZ’s list!
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ZS2 Sprint Sunday, July 21, 2019
1. Aim
This is a fun activity to promote contacts between radio amateurs in the Eastern Cape and
radio amateurs in Southern African countries.
2. Date and Time
14:00 to 15:00 UTC Sunday 21 July 2019.
3. Exchange
The exchange is RS(T) and provincial or country abbreviation.
4. Frequency
4.1 It is a phone and CW contest on the 40‐metre band
4.2 CW: 7 000 to 7 040 kHz
4.3 SSB: 7 063 to 7 100 and 7 130 to 7 200 kHz
5. Scoring
5.1 ZS2 stations
5.1.1 Contacts with stations in ZS2 are worth 1 point.
5.1.2 Contacts with stations in other ZS call areas or Southern African countries are worth 2
points.
5.2 Other stations
5.2.1 Contacts with stations in ZS2 are worth 2 points.
5.2.2 Contacts with stations in own or other ZS call areas (excluding ZS2) or Southern
African countries are worth 1 point.
5.3 Contacts with the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society, ZS2PE, or the Border Radio
Club, ZS2BRC, are worth 5 points each. Only one contact per station is allowed.
6. Log Sheets
Logs, in ADIF, Cabrillo or MS Excel format and labelled “your call sign ZS2 Sprint,” shall be
submitted by 28 July 2019 and sent by e‐mail to zs2ec01@gmail.com
7. Awards
7.1 Certificates will be awarded to the 1st 2nd and 3rd place.
7.2 This will only happen if more than five logs are submitted.
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1st World Wide Digi DX Contest
[I am forwarding this announcement for those who enjoy the new modes as it may be a
good opportunity to work some DX even with a limited set‐up in the current marginal
HF conditions ‐ Editor]
Announcing the World Wide Digi DX Contest. For immediate release. June 29, 2019.
The World Wide Radio Operators Foundation ("WWROF"), in collaboration with the
Slovenia Contest Club ("SCC"), is pleased to announce the first annual World Wide Digi DX
Contest ("WW Digi"). The new contest taps into the excitement being generated by the new
digital modes pioneered by Joe Taylor K1JT and the WSJT‐X development team. The contest
will occur over 24 hours on August 31 and September 1, 2019 using the FT4 and FT8 modes
on the 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10‐meter bands.
WW Digi will utilize a distance‐based scoring system to measure operators' abilities in
making DX contacts across the 6 HF amateur radio bands. Contacts will earn points based
on the distance between grid square centers of the two stations. This will encourage
operators to seek out long distance weak signal contacts that highlight the technical
advantages of the new digital modes.
To encourage activity across all bands, a multiplier will be given for each new 2‐character
grid field contacted on each band. The final score will the product of the total contact
points times the number of grid fields contacted. There should be plenty of strategy
required to balance distant QSOs and the need to work all available grid fields.
Single and multi‐operators are welcome to operate as much or as little of the 24‐hour
contest period as they wish.
The contest has been designed to enable making contacts utilizing standard WSJT‐X
software behavior, making it easy for non‐contesters to participate. At the same time, the
contest supports some new techniques that will encourage operating innovation, such as
permitting stations to work up to three "QSO streams" on a band at one time. Robotic
operation is specifically prohibited in order to keep the human element as part of the game.
The full rules and other information are available on the WW Digi DX contest web site at
https://ww‐digi.com
It is fitting that the World Wide DX contest series be expanded with a fourth mode, Digi, to
support evolution into ham radio's future. Accordingly, with WWROF's sponsorship of the
World Wide Digi DX Contest, there will now be similar worldwide DX contests at the end of
four successive months, August through November.
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Serious contesters and casual participants alike can make ham radio history and have fun as
the hobby pioneers the exciting world of digital communication. WWROF hopes the WW
Digi DX Contest will attract new digital operators into contesting.
Plaques will be awarded for top scorers. Please contact the WW Digi Contest Director Ed
Muns, W0YK at plaques@ww‐digi.com to sponsor an award.
Electronic certificates will also be available for download for anyone that submits a log. The
goal is to have results available on the web site within 90 days after the end of the contest.

Ski boat overdue – by Gert, ZS2GS
On June 8th while doing duty at the Elands River mountain bike race I was stationed at the
tower near Cocks Comb, which is about 400 metres above sea level. While sitting there I
was monitoring the maritime emergency frequency.
At about 13:00, from the conversations between ski boats, I realized that something was
amiss. I then also tuned to the Port St Francis frequency. I figured out that boats operating
out of Port St Francis were involved in a tuna fishing competition. These boats go about 50
km off shore to find fish in the warm current south of St Francis.
I am aware that during these competitions boats have to report in, by radio, as a safety
matter, every hour. One boat, with 4 on board, did not report in on the hour as per rules.
Repeated calls were made to the boat but no contact was made.
Port St Francis harbour master then requested Cape Town Radio (Maritime land based
radio station with 29 repeaters around the coast) to call the boat on the maritime
emergency frequency, again no reply. Being high above sea level and having a transceiver
that has double the output than that of a marine radio I called up Port St Francis, identified
myself by name and that I am an amateur radio operator and asked them whether they
would like me to give the boat a call on their frequency. They immediately requested me to
do so. I also go no reply from the boat. Port St Francis later called “that amateur radio
station that did the broadcast, thanks for your co‐operation”
An official search was started. The NRSI from Port St Francis launched their boat and the
search was co‐ordinated from Port Elizabeth. At about 17:00 the boat contacted a family
member by cell phone to say that they were on their way home and about 8 nm from the
port. All ended well.
I afterwards made a few calls to establish what went wrong, but that story does not get
published here.
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Great Zuurberg Trek photos, May 2019 –
by Beavan, ZS2RL

A cyclist needed a helicopter ride to the hospital

The ‘Crossing” waterpoint

Beer time at the Hayterdale Farm camp‐out

Chef Jimmy preparing lekker
chicken stir fry

Breakfast at Zuurberg Inn (event HQ). Note John Smit, former Springbok captain to the left
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CONGRATULATIONS
BIRTHDAYS – July

BIRTHDAYS – August

05 Nico Oelofse ZS4N
06 George Whitehead ZS2GO
07 Aldrin Baker ZS2AGB
08 Ronel XYL of Basie Du Plessis ZR2BA
10 Mitch Rundle ZS2DK
11 Gert Schoeman ZS2GS
11 Marius Rautenbach ZS2JR
12 Sandra XYL of Neville Bowden ZS2N
13 Cyril Hislop ZS2EJ
14 Alex Gogos ZR2T
22 Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL
25 David Higgs ZS2DH
26 Werner Swanepoel ZS2WS
28 Yacov Loock ZS2YCL
29 Jacqui XYL of Peter Ryder ZS2PR

03 Imo Ferreira ZS2FF
03 Rob Mac Geoghegan ZS2ROB
04 Barry Nugent ZS2NF
04 Brenda XYL of Allan ZS2R Whitehead
04 Tim Jones ZS2TIM
09 Nicholas Thompson ZS2NT
15 Chris Knowles ZS2CK
15 Serge Smetryns ZS2SJE
18 Al Akers ZS2U
18 Maggie XYL of Ian ZS2IJ Moore
20 Andrew Prideaux ZS2PA
20 Ronel XYL of Errol ZS2EK Kleinhans
23 Mike De Lange ZS2MDL
24 Daschell XYL of Joe ZS2JO Geldenhuys
24 Piet De Jong ZS2HX
29 Teresa XYL of Tim ZS2X Joubert

ANNIVERSARIES – July

ANNIVERSARIES – August

01 Gerrit ZS2XD and Laetitia Rautenbach
07 Barry ZS2NF and Colleen Nugent
15 Martin ZS2MR and Magrieta Ras

01 Pat ZS2PJP and Ginny ZS2GIN Pullinger
06 Barry ZS2EZ and Tracey Murrell
24 David ZS2DH and Beverley Higgs
26 Terry ZS2ABB and Norma Flanagan

If you are a member and your birthday or anniversary details are omitted or incorrect,
please notify any committee member to update our records
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Sunday SARL and
Monday Club Bulletins
PEARS provides a local reading of the SARL
national bulletins on Sundays in Afrikaans
at 08h15 and English at 08h30.
The club bulletins are transmitted on a
Monday at 20h00.
All transmissions are on 7098 kHz as well
as on the Lady’s Slipper’s 2m repeater on
145,700 MHz.

Bulletin Roster
http://www.zs2pe.co.za/bulletins.htm
8 July
Tony
ZR2TX
15 July
Chris
ZS2AAW
22 July
Glen
ZS2GV
29 July
Jimmy
ZS2JIM
5 August
Beavan
ZS2RL
12 August
Gert
ZS2GS
19 August
Tony
ZR2TX
26 August
Chris
ZS2AAW
2 September
Glen
ZS2GV
9 September
Jimmy
ZS2JIM

Please consult the PEARS webpage for any
changes.

The bulletin readers are
always looking for something
to announce. If you have
something to contribute,
please forward it to the next
reader.

HAM RADIO OUTLET‐SOUTH AFRICA cc
“Where Radio is a Passion”
Port Elizabeth’s official distributer of YAESU, Kenwood and
ICOM amateur equipment

For all your Amateur needs from plugs to coax….
Give us a call 041 3711425. Speak to Donovan (ZS2DL)

We Ship Country Wide!
Visit http://www.hamradio.co.za
For all your ham radio requirements!
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Your Society’s Committee for 2019‐2020
Chairman
Vice Chairman, Events &
Rally organising
Secretary, Treasurer
Repeaters, Wifi network
Technical/repeaters/SAR
comms
Meetings & Refreshments,
Socials, Fundraising
QSX Editor

Gert Schoeman ZS2GS
Tony Allen ZR2TX

082 721 4010
082 956 2920

gert1schoeman[at]gmail.com
tony.zr2tx[at]gmail.com

Bernice de Lange ZS2BD
Chris Scarr ZS2AAW
Glen Cummings ZS2GV

082 390 6340
082 925 6367
082 411 2743

bernicedelange[at]outlook.com
christopher[at]peham.co.za
glenvanessa[at]gmail.com

Jimmy De Scande ZS2JIM

083 650 9422

Jimmy.descande[at]gmail.com

Ulrich Ann ZR2A
079 959 1684 dl2hbx[at]gmx.de
CO‐OPTED POSTS
RAE Examination Admin.
Donovan van Loggerenberg 082 852 4885 zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za
ZS2DL
Contest Committee
Theunis Potgieter ZS2EC
064 901 8079 contest[at]peham.co.za
PEARS VHF/UHF Contest
Al Akers ZS2U
041 360 2983
Replace [at] with @ when you want to send an email (this is done to try to prevent spamming).

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services
Local Repeaters: These repeaters form a separate sub‐net in the PE ‐ Uitenhage ‐ Despatch area.
Town VHF
Town UHF
Uitenhage
Longmore
IRLP available
145,050/650
431,050/438,650
145,075/675
145,025/625
on this subnet
Cape Linked System Repeaters:
These form the PEARS long‐range 2‐metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and WCRWG
systems. See www.zs2pe.co.za/Repeaters/repeaters.htm for more details.
Lady's Slipper
Grahamstown
Cradock
Noupoort (link only)
145,100/700
145,150/750
145,050/650
438,750 / 438,675
Colesberg
Kareedouw
Plett
Brenton
431,075/438,675
145,125/725
145,175/775
145,075/675
Packet network:
ZS0NTP Node
ZS0KDK APRS Digi
ZS0KDB APRS Digi
Lady’s Slipper
Mount Road
Longmore
434,800 1200bd
434,800 1200bd
434,800 1200bd
439.850 9600 bd
VHF Beacon: 50,007 MHz FSK – ZS2X, 25 Watts into 2 element Yagi beaming north.
Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Bank code 121217, A/C name: Port
Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society. Please use call signs as a reference.

Disclaimer.
Note: The Editor, nor any PEARS club member, shall not be held liable for errors and/or omissions in any article
and/or drawing contained in this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the
Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. The material contained in this newsletter is not
meant to defame, purge, humiliate and/or hurt someone's person or feelings.
If copyright is unintentionally infringed, we apologize, this newsletter is published as a free service to Amateur
Radio operators and friends and is neither for profit nor gain.
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IF NOT DELIVERED
RETURN TO
Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society
PO Box 10402
LINTON GRANGE
6015
AMATEUR RADIO is the hobby for RADIO EXPERIMENTERS
and those who like to fiddle with ELECTRONICS,
COMMUNICATIONS or COMPUTERS
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