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PEARS Monthly Meeting
19:30h at the Italian Sporting Club, 17 Harold Road, Charlo
Meeting on 20th was cancelled due to the Covid-19 Lockdown Level 4 Regulations

If allowed the next meeting at the Italian Club will
be on the
17th August 2021

FROM THE CHAIR
by Gert ZS2GS
It seems that even after more than a year Covid-19 is not going to let
up soon, so lets bite the bullet and ride out the storm.
Despite all the setbacks of not being able to have meeting and social
gatherings, PEARS have continued to function. Technology have
made it easy for the committee and members to communicate whether it be by WhatsApp or having a Zoom meeting.
The brand new second hand tower that was bought is soon to be
erected on Lady Slipper. The contractor has dismantled it, transported
it to PE (and that is how you spell Gqebera). The foundation / base
was cast 3 weeks ago and left to cure. The contractor will erect the
tower towards the end of July 2021. Thereafter the old tower will have
to comedown, the antennas removed and fixed to the new tower and
for that we will need hands. So please make yourself available when
the time comes. Nick ZS2N has kindly offered the use of his crane
truck, free of charge, do dismantle the old tower.
With the 3rd wave of Covid raising its ugly head, all events have been
cancelled or postponed, I can not foresee that any events will take
place until October, just as well because who wants to be out in the
country in this below average cold weather, especially with NO Old
Brown available.
For safety reasons the PEARS committee also decided to cancel the
general meeting that was scheduled for the 20 th of July, 2021. We will
have to wait and see what Charlie Romeo comes up with on the 28 th
of July 2021 and take it from there.
(Continued on Page 3)
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Donovan, ZS2DL, has for safety reasons, decided not to present any
RAE classes in preparation for the October 2021 exams

The ZS2 sprint was held on Sunday the 18 th of July 2021 and quite a
few PEARS members took part, but I would have liked to have heard
more division 2 members on the air. Last year PEARS members did
very well in competitions, lets do it again this year.
The organization Rescue SA, which is a NGO with its head office in
Johannesburg, have moved all its 40 million rands worth of equipment
to PE. Amongst the equipment is 5 HF sets and about 30 hand-held’s.
They have asked PEARS / HAMNET to make sure that all is working
order and also to supply radio operators, should they be deployed.
About 6 of use have been going to the university, where the equipment is being kept, on Friday afternoons from about 14:30 to 17:00 to
assist them.
We have found a power supply and a large number of the hand-held's
batteries to be faulty. The power supply has been replaced. There is
still a lot to be done there and we will be going there every Friday afternoon until all radios are in good working order. I have asked the
two gentlemen who are running the show to come and give use a talk
on the organization. They have not only been deployed, during disasters in the RSA, but also in Mozambique, Japan and Namibia. Should
be an interesting talk.
Until next time.

From the editor
Hi Guys, It is my intention to publish QSX every
month, but I need your help to do that. Now that this
edition is in your inbox, lets not relax, please let me
have your contributions for the August edition so that I
can begin composing it. I would like to publish the August edition before the next proposed PEARS committee and club meeting on the 17th August.
Thanking you for your co-operation.

73, Ashley ZS2AG
3

Minutes of PEARS Monthly Meeting
Held at the Italian Club on the 15th June 2021 at 19h30
Welcome: Chairman Gert ZS2GS welcomes everyone.
Attendance: Approximately 12 people counted
Apologies: ZR2TX, ZS2VA, ZS2ACP
Acceptance of previous meeting's minutes:
Proposed:

ZS2DL

Seconded:

ZR2BK

Matters arising:
Tower at Hogsback – Contractor is in town, busy with other work in the area
as well. The concrete base will be done soon and the tower should be erected by end June / beginning August.
Events – Tusker event 6th & 7th July, postponed for now. Trans Elands still
going forward as planned, Tony has enough volunteers.
Subs – more than 110 people have paid their subs, and the club numbers
has grown.
Finances:
Balances were reported at the meeting, and all finances are in good shape.
QSX Editor Ashley ZS2AG is looking for new articles to publish in the upcoming QSX, and only received 1 so far, please if you have anything to contribute, please mail to Ashley.
HF Operation:
Comments from the floor…
40 – 60 – 80 have been alive recently. Sunspot very low at present. Solar
flux index 83, better than usual.
Bouvet Island expedition cancelled for 2023, Braveheart the boat has been
sold.
ICASA licenses ZS2VA has asked that someone in the club should represent
the members in helping with the registration process online, Mike ZS2MIC
and Kevern ZR2BK has pointed out that they can help members.
Continued on Page 5
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Guest Speakers:
None for tonight.

Gert ZS2GS has a next guest speaker in mind, and will have details shortly
or closer to new meeting
General: Nothing

Closure: Meeting ended at 20h00
Next meeting will be announced, not sure what lockdown will allow in future.
CHAIRMAN

TREASURER

GJ SCHOEMAN {ZS2GS)

M STEENKAMP (ZS2MIC)

SARL Newbie Contest
Mike ZS2MIC
On Saturday the 3rd July I activated a field station at the Walmer Scout Hall and
invited the club members to join in. Hoping to see some of the new HAMS and
getting them onto the air. It was a beautiful morning and the competition started at
08h00 UTC (10h00 SA time).
At 10am sharp I made my first QSO with a ZS3 station and a couple of ZS6 stations.
The 40m band was lit up with stations calling and in a short time I managed to do
more than 30 contacts with all the divisions. Beavan ZS2RL and Jimmy ZS2JIM also
joined in for some support. They also made a few contacts giving away points to
other stations. Gert ZS2GS and Damien ZS2DLF & XYL also joined soon thereafter.
Damien made a good couple of contacts giving away good points being one of the
newer Hams in the group. The wind picked up strong and after Gert moved his bakkie to give us more shelter from the wind we managed to make more contacts.
Werner ZS2WS joined in later and booked himself a permanent spot Infront of the
radio. He managed to fill in 2 pages worth of contacts and even managed to work
Namibia towards the end. The wind was very unpleasant just after lunch and we
opted to pack up and call it a day. Werner submitted his log sheets and ended up
on 10th place overall in the competition, well done Werner! Very well done and
good to see such enthusiasm from a very young Ham! Equipment used, ICOM IC7000 Transceiver & Inverted V for 40m’s.
Regards
Michael Steenkamp (ZS2MIC)

082 523 5677

See Cover Picture as well as on Page 6
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The RaDAR Challenge – 10 July 2021
ZR2BK
A very interesting challenge, focusing on the rapid deployment of amateur
stations. There are many different methods of deploying for a four-hour period chosen by the operator on the day, some which include by foot, bicycle,
vehicle, canoe, or a fixed station to start with. There are however rules for
each deployment method.

I chose the vehicle option, as I have HF in the vehicle, an IC-706 MKIIG with a
hustler antenna for the 40m band. Motorized transport must travel 6km
between deployments and 5 QSO’s must be made before moving on to the
next point.
Below is a map of my deployments on the day. It started off at the QTH,
then off to Sunset Rock in Cape St Francis. Thereafter I headed for the wind
farm, and surprisingly they do not make noise on the band! After the wind
farm it was to the dairy farms. What amazed me is how many amateurs
were sitting in their shacks waiting to give contacts, even though they were
not taking part.
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Loadshedding protection
Chris, ZS2AAW
We all grumble when the power goes off for those 2+ hour sessions…
But how much more would the inconvenience be, when the power
returns and your fridge or Big screen UHD LED TV goes on the blink.
It is a real threat that, when power is restored, there could be voltage
spikes that are out of tolerance due to various factors on the electricity distribution network. It is a great idea to disconnect during the
outage, and only reconnect a few minutes after power has settled.
Now there are reasonably priced devices available from Builders
Warehouse that will do just that for you.
Fridge Safe and TV Safe are Ellies branded plug-in modules that disconnect the mains power to one appliance if the supplied voltage
goes too low, or too high respectively. Induction motors can be damaged with low voltage, as the current draw increases and causes overheating. The Fridge Safe device disconnects the load when voltage
dips below 185VAC. On the other hand, most electronic appliances
like TV’s don’t mind low voltages due to their wide range inputs –
some made for America AND Europe that allow 100-240VAC range, so
low volts on 220V mains is still within tolerance! But HIGH voltage
can destroy the supply components, so the TV Safe disconnects on
voltages above 265VAC. Both units are plug-inline and have a delayon feature that waits 4 minutes for the grid to stabilize before connecting the load. That alone is a great feature for post-loadshedding
power restoration. The pamphlet says rated at 16A, but the device
itself has a lower load limit – who knows which one applies L. But at
around 300 Ohms, they are a lot cheaper than a new appliance!

Both devices feature a standard “surge protection” feature as found
in surge protector plug tops, most likely a varistor across the L-N.
This will cater for quick short duration spikes that the relay would not
be able to isolate rapidly enough.
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays
June

26 Werner Swanepoel

ZS2WS

28 Yacov Loock

ZS2YCL

03 Tim Joubert

ZS2X

Spouse Birthdays

09 Gus Winter

ZS2MC

June

16 Ian Moore

ZS2IJ

02 Vanessa Cummings Glen ZS2GV

19 Neville Bowden

ZS2N

03 Lindi Bester Barry ZS2BB

19 Quintus Moolman

ZS2KU

13 Yolande Ollphent André André

22 Kelly Cummings

ZS2KC

17 Adele van Biljon Andre ZS2PL

29 Vaughan Rizzo

ZS2VR

19 Louisa Rautenbach Marius ZS2JR

30 John Ashworth

ZS2GB

23 Beverley Higgs David ZS2DH
30 Barbara De Scande Jimmy ZS2JIM

July
02 Mario Tiran

ZS1AMT

31 Ronel Du Plessis Basie ZR2BA

05 Nico Oelofse

ZS4N

July

07 Aldrin Baker

ZS2AGB

12 Sandra Bowden Neville ZS2N

07 Chad Jackson

ZS2CJ

Anniversaries

10 Mitch Rundle

ZS2DK

June

11 Gert Schoeman

ZS2GS

26 Kevern Eugenie Burger ZR2BK

11 Joao Pereira Da Silva ZS2DS
11 Marius Rautenbach

ZS2JR

13 Cyril Hislop

ZS2EJ

14 Alex Gogos

ZR2T

22 Beavan Gwilt

ZS2RL

25 David Higgs

ZS2DH

July
01 Gerrit Laetitia Rautenbach ZS2XD

15 Martin Magrieta Ras ZS2MR
18 Marius Louisa Rautenbach ZS2JR
29 Jacqui Peter Ryder ZS2PR
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The HF Watchlist
Clublog's most wanted list updated in July
Clublog's list of the most wanted DXCC entities as updated in July shows Bouvet
Island in at number 2 on the list – after North Korea. Bouvet is a regular in the top
ten and with the recent failed attempts to get activators onto the island, Bouvet has
been in the news and in our minds!
In a press release earlier this year, the latest dxpedition to the island was officially
called off. Unconfirmed rumours from a post on facebook indicate that it might be
back on. The braveheart has been sold, so personally I'm not holding out much
hope, but I'd love to be proven wrong. Here is to hoping!

Upcoming dxpeditions
For those wanting to work on their DXCC count – here are a couple of upcoming
dxpeditions to diarise. While many of them are “suitcase dxpeditions” with a ham
going on holiday and taking the radios (and, if there is enough room, the XYL too).
Most of them offer QSL via LOTW.

Here are a few in sort-of-chronological-order.
Beginning July 29, Hal W8HC will be vacationing and operating as FS/W8HC from
Falaise des Oiseaux, St. Martin (IOTA NA-105). He will be running 100 watts from an
Elecraft K3S 6m – 40m, CW and FT8 until August 6. QSOs will be uploaded to
LoTW.
Laurent, HB9HKE announces he will be active from Iceland as TF/HB9HKE during
July 22 to August 7, 2021. When time permits he will look for activity on HF bands
using a LAB599 TX-500, a DIY599 power amplifier 60W, and wire antenna for 20m.
QSL via LoTW but also QRZ and eQSL.

Takashi, JH1FFW informs DX-World that he will be active from Ogasawara as JD1/
JH1FFW during August 21-25, 2021. QRV on 40-6m, SSB & FT8 running 50w. QSL
via (JARL) Bureau, eQSL, LoTW.
Note: Usually a JA station operating from Ogasawara will sign homecall/JD1 so this
callsign may change slightly.

Pasi, OH3WS (Chairman of the Finnish Lighthouse Society) will be active as OJ0WS
from Market Reef during August 21-28, 2021. QRV on HF bands, CW when time
permits. QSL via home call.
Harold, DF2WO will again be active as 9X2AW from Kigali, Rwanda between September 13-28, 2021. QRV on 160-10m, CW, SSB & Digi.
Phil, M7CBK is currently operating as ZC4CBK out of the Akrotiri Sovereign Base
Area, Cyprus (Grid KM64LN), and plans to be QRV on a regular basis until October.
Future visits are also planned. Look for Phil on FT4 and FT8 using an Icom IC-705
and home-brew dipole. QSL via EB7DX.

73 and good DX!
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Our 2021/2022 PEARS Committee
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