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PEARS Monthly Meeting
19:30h at the Italian Sporting Club, 17 Harold Road, Charlo

The next meeting at the Italian Club will be on the
15th March 2022

Who is at the PEARS helm?
Gert, ZS2GS stepped down as chairman of the society due to personal reasons and
the vice-chairman has stepped up to carry the torch through to the next AGM. Donovan, ZS2DL is no stranger to the position, having served in the capacity as chairman before, but what do we know about this man? Who is Donovan?
A contester
Donovan has won the ANON and Joseph White
awards and was runner up in the SARL CW contest in 2020.
A DX’er
Donovan was first licensed in 1991 and started
working immediately. He earned his first DXCC
in 1993!
As an operator he earned several internationally
recognized awards and is now very close to completing his DXCC on 160m which will give him a
full house – all 8 bands!

Donovan also holds 6 band WAS and triple play having this in CW, SSB, and RTTY. He is on the
DXCC honour roll with only a few entities short of a perfect score!
A DX-pedition team leader
Donovan was a member of 3DA0WW IN 2007, the CQWW 2009 ZS9X record breaking team, and was the team leader for 2012 7P8D expedition who set a new CQWW
CW zone record.
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A teacher and mentor
As SARL RAE liaison for PEARS, Donovan not only does the training and examining
as required but is also personally responsible for most of the recruiting of new members. Donovan has been doing this tirelessly since 2008.
Donovan is always there to answer questions and to mentor people willing to learn.
A professional
A radio professional by trade, Donovan runs his business with Amateur radio at the
very heart of the business and is always willing to promote amateur radio where he
can.
Ham Radio Outlet in Sherwood PE also sponsored the HRO/PEARS Ham of the
year trophy.
A team player
Donovan was first elected to the PEARS committee in 1992 - just a year after getting
his license!
Donovan served as chairman of the PEARS from 2007 to 2010 and was instrumental
in setting up the first youth club station at Alexander Road High School in 2010.
Donovan has been recognized by the SARL and awarded the Jack Twine award in
2020.
Donovan is a third-generation ham – his father and grandfather both having been
licensed amateurs. He is continuing the tradition: Not only is his wife a licensed amateur, but so are both of his sons. A tribute to his love and commitment to the hobby.
Now you know something about the man.

While I’m sure you will all agree that Donovan has some big shoes to fill, we wish
him all the best and acknowledge that he does have some pretty big feet!

From the editor
Hi Everyone,
I wish you happy reading and if you have an article or two that you
would like published in future copies of QSX, please let me have your
contribution.

Thanking you for your co-operation.
73, Ashley ZS2AG
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Minutes of PEARS Monthly Meeting
Held at the Italian Club on the 15 February 2022 at 19h30
Welcome:
Vice Chairman Donovan welcomed everyone
Attendance:
12 people present.
Apologies:
ZS2AAW, ZS2GS, ZS2AG, ZS2JIM, ZS2IW as per attendance register
Acceptance of previous meeting's minutes:
Proposed: ZR2BK
Seconded: ZS2MC
Matters arising:
Slipper tower work
Planning liaison will be done via WhatsApp Technical Group. Soon as Chris
gets back.

Club shirts
Kevern updated the meeting on the status, awaiting full quotation, then will
call for payments and place final
order for those that have paid by the cut-off date.

Finances:
All in good standing. Meeting was updated by the Vice chairman, thanks to
ZS2MIC for providing figures.
Saving A/C R23323.65
Investment A/C R23794.76
General:
AGM date set for 21st May, venue to be confirmed at a later stage.
Nominations for awards are called for – PLEASE consider nominating someone. Inform the committee.

RAE Classes
Starting on 9th February. 10 Candidates have started their journey. ZS2DH/
ZR2BK offered to do Field station for candidates.
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Date to be confirmed.
Events
20th Feb Herald road race.
ZR2TX now has enough operators. Thanks.
ZS2DH
1) SARL members signatures needed for SARL awards- Dave thanks
those who nominated their fellow members.
QSX
Any articles for March edition please send to Ashley.
ZS2DH gave feedback on the Herald MTB Race. Very interesting.
Thanks Dave.
ZR2BK gave feedback on the SARL VHF/UHF Contest attempt from
Olifantskop as ZS2PE
(ZS2DH,ZS2DL,ZS2SG and ZR2BK ops)
ZS2GV gave feedback on Fedlife building and UHF Repeater removal.
Guest Speaker:
15 March – Scarrbourgh Reef DXpedition Video
19 April- 1 hour Lesson How to make up a fly lead (Cost per participant R100) – You get to keep your fly
lead. After general meeting.

Closure:
Meeting ended at 20h02
Next meeting in March – 15th.
Vice CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY

Donovan van Loggerenberg (ZS2DL)

Donovan van Loggerenberg (ZS2DL)
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In Fondest Memory of William (Bill) Hodges
now Silent Key
Bill as he was affectionately known was a television Technician by trade
and having grown up in Rhodesia. Was also involved with radio communication during that Countries bush war. Through this his interest in electronics radio led to his interest in the art form that is Amateur Radio.
Bill was licensed in the early 1980’s as ZR2AAN and even though he suffered from dyslexia continued his pursuit of a ZS call by working long and
hard to pass his 12wpm CW Test. This he achieved in 1988 with the help
of Owen Wheeler
Then ZS2HZ (now G0NCE)
Bill was always soft spoken, humble and yet always keen to get Involved in
whatever the hobby required from him.
He was a member of PEARS since he was licensed so in excess of 40
years (a large portion of which he also served on the committee) and likewise a long time member of the SARL,
Although due to circumstances this membership lapsed of more recent
times.
Bill was always first to offer his services for JOTA activations,
First name on the operators list for VW rallies, First guy at club meetings
To put the Ern on and last to leave once all the coffee and tea cups Had
been washed.
And of course he lived for his Maritime Net activities and his weather report
He was able to share from his home weather station.
He will also be remember as a HF assessor for more than 15 years.
He also kept a presents on 4m and 6m and was a regular check in
For simulated emergency contests and the like on these bands.
All this and he still found time to DX. Being very humble he never bragged
About countries or expeditions he worked but if you should mention
A “Good One” Uncle Bill would with a glint in his eye say. Oh yes he managed
To get that one too. Always only running 100w and a TH3 or wire antenna.
Sadly this Legend has now gone to the shack in the sky.
Uncle Bill’s Key has gone silent- But we will Remember him.
73 until we meet again.
Donovan ZS2DL on behalf of PEARS
6

Herald MTB Race – Addo/Zuurberg – ZS2JIM
Mobile??
At last, events are slowly starting to trickle back as covid protocols
are being eased. Late last year it was Ironman, the Longmore forest
endurance run and a few other events that returned to the calendar.

The 2 legs of the Herald event, first MTB race and then road race
took place over 2 Sundays 13 and 20 February.
Tony ZR2TX gathered some of the usual
suspects to assist with both events and I
put my hand up for the MTB event.
Along with ZS2GS, ZS2DH, ZR2CRS,
ZS2BB and ZS2AGB.

During the usual Saturday night braai,
Tony clarified the game plan and I got a
spot some 3km from our Hayterdale
campsite.
Next morning, around 05h30 I got up
and after a cup of coffee sorted out my
radio and other gear to do the short
walk to my Check point. Had my trusty
Garmin 67S GPS with my waypoint set
and off I went.
The short walk was fine, it was the 15kg pack on my back that was a
bit daunting. But I managed ok, got to a suitable point close to my CP
and set up my rig and on 145.350 simplex, spoke easily to ZR2TX at
the Addo polo club. At this stage ZR2CRS was setting up the GV spe7

cial as a crossband at Camp Figtree.
After all the riders had passed my CP ZR2TX asked if I could move to
a second position to monitor the 80km riders as they came out of the
Hayterdale part of the route. Was a bit of a challenge because I could
see the riders across the kloof I was in but how to get there? Eventually I walked under bridge and a bridge that appeared to head in

the right direction. So I clambered up the slope and crossed onto the
Continued from Page 6

found my new CP. Again, comms were excellent through to Figtree
and down to Addo.
My manpack is a Yaesu FT-8900 connected to an 18ah battery and a
diamond NR-770H mobile antenna. Apparently Lithium Ion batteries
are a lot lighter, but of course a lot more pricey.

At the end of the event it was a short walk back to Hayterdale, relax
for a while on the deck, then pack up and head home. Was a very
satisfying event, good company, good food and a great day in the
bush.

Disclaimer
Please note:
The Editor, nor any PEARS club member shall be held liable for errors and/
or omissions in any article and/or drawing contained in this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, any committee member or other members of the Club. The material contained in this
newsletter is not meant to defame, purge, humiliate and/or hurt someone’s
person or feelings.
If copy is unintentionally infringed, we apologise. The newsletter is published
as a free service to Amateur Radio Operators and friends
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HERALD Mountain Bike / Road
Race Report
With the impact of COVID slowly diminishing PEARS is getting back
into the Sporting Events calendar with more regular activities.
The recent HERALD Mountain Bike and Road Race being a case in
point. As in previous years we were requested to provide radio marshal assistance over the weekends of 13 th and 20th February with the
MTB Race being held first from the Polo Field in Addo and the following weekend the Road Race from the Beachfront.
MTB Race
With the MTB race due to start at 06:00 on the Sunday morning it
made sense to camp over at our normal spot, Hayterdale farm, on the
night before. A great social evening was held around the campfire
with the full team comprising, Dave ZS2HD, Colin ZR2CRS, Jimmy
ZS2JIM, Gert ZS2GS, Aldrin ZS2AGB + XYL, Barry ZS2BB and myself Tony ZR2TX, being in attendance.
A brief discussion was held to finalise our plans for the morning. Colin
was to be located on a ridge to the south west of Camp Figtree and
would deploy the GV repeater. This would provide UHF coverage in
our main area of operation with a VHF simplex link to the VOC at the
Polo field. Dave was placed at Checkpoint C, a major waterpoint in
the middle of the course which served both the 60km and 80km route,
with a large medical presence. From here medics could easily be deployed to any part of the route. The rest were placed at strategic
points around the route to provide adequate coverage for the riders.
Sunday started well until Colin tried to activate the repeater. Nothing!
It was dead. No problem for us as we immediately reverted to plan B
which entailed him acting as a manual relay point. Colin also started
troubleshooting the problem and soon found the cause, a loose positive wire on the charge controller. Quick work with a screwdriver and
all was good to go. This box is an amazing bit of kit put together by
Glen ZS2GV, and has served us well on many occasions.
The next issue was the usual call from Gert “I think I am lost” although
in all honesty this time was my fault as my directions were a bit vague,
“Just drive down that road until you see the spot” Wrong road so he
never found the spot. Sorry Gert, I will give better directions next time.
So all in all it was an enjoyable outing with no major rider incidents,
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Contd. From Page 9

and the heat thankfully only arrived later in the morning. Just as well
because we could not find the remote to turn the aircon on in the
VOC and as you all know I always choose the control position to have
this comfort.
Race cut off was 13:00 after which we started packing up and most
arrived home later in the afternoon.
Road Race

Then on to the Road Race on the following Sunday. This also started
at 06:00 and due to road closures most radio operators had to get to
their positions around 05:00.
With Slipper repeater being out of commission it was decided to
break the comms network into 2 sections. I would monitor Town repeater from the Beachfront and Beavan would monitor Longmore
from his QTH. Stations were free to use whichever served them best
and Beavan would relay important messages to me as needed.
Team for the day consisted of the following, Kevern ZR2BK, Dave
ZS2DH, Gus ZS2MC, Gert ZS2GS, Eric ZS2ECH and myself ZR2TX.

Operators were spread fairly evenly around the route at points which
we had used before. It was hoped that the stations on the west side
of the course would be able to access Longmore quite easily but this
was not to be and communications proved to be a challenge throughout the day. That said we still managed to get the job done and provided the necessary information flow which the organisers and other
VOC members required.
All in all 2 very enjoyable outings and I must thank all those who gave
their time to help out on the day. I have great fun during these activities and could not do it without the support of the other club members.
If you have not been involved before and would like to get out and
“Play Radio” in different situations then watch for the next event and
put your name forward.
Upcoming events:

1. Addo 100 mile trail run – 18-20 March

2. Nanaga MTB Race – 27 March
3. Ironman – 3 April
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
13-Apr Lizette Oelofse Nico ZS4N

Birthdays

18-Apr Annelize Baker Aldrin ZS2AGB

March

Anniversaries

21-Mar Andrew Gray ZS2G

March

26-Mar Mark Duppa-Whyte ZS2DW

15-Mar Arno Cheryl du Preez ZS2ABT

29-Mar Allan Whitehead ZS2R

17-Mar Andre Adele van Biljon ZS2PL

April

18-Mar Andrew Roslyn Prideaux ZS2PA
03-Apr Theunis Potgieter ZS2EC

22-Mar Rudi Ellie Goosens ZR2RCG

05-Apr Hugo Ras ZS2HR

29-Mar Shawn Wendy Gilbert ZS2SG

12-Apr Andre Potgieter ZS2ZA

April

13-Apr Graham Butcher ZS2GIB

03-Apr Hugo Juan Ras ZS2HR

Spouse Birthdays

04-Apr Glen Vanessa Cummings ZS2GV

March

05-Apr Michael Chantel Nolan ZS2MHN

22-Mar Dubennette Moolman Quintu
ZS2KU

06-Apr Michael Danè Steenkamp ZS2MIC

06-Apr Wolf Cathy Gerstle ZS2WG

25-Mar Petra Schoeman Paul ZS2PS

08-Apr Mitch Colette Rundle ZS2DK ZS2CR

April

11-Apr Aldrin Annelize Baker ZS2AGB

01-Apr Rosalie van Loggerenberg ZS2DN
Donovan ZS2DL
03-Apr Danè Steenkamp Michael ZS2MIC

Great

05-Apr Rey Martin Saney ZR1S

News:

The

PEARS

committee have decided not to

11-Apr Adele Baumeister Shaun ZS2L

increase subs this year as a

13-Apr Michelle Duppa-Whyte Mark
ZS2DW

result of hardships many have
gone through this past year.
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Our 2021/2022 PEARS Committee
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