
  

This Newsletter is published by the Port Elizabeth Amateur 
Radio Society 

Editing by Ashley Goosen ZS2AG 

QSX-PE - Newsletter for the discerning Radio Ham 

February 2025 

See article on Page  36 

Ladies Slipper Hiking Trail near Port Elizabeth 



2 

 Next PEARS Monthly Meeting will be on Tuesday,  

18th March 2025 at the German Club. 

From the Chair 

Dear Members, 

Another month has flown by 
and thank you to Ashley for 
another edition of QSX. 
Without your contributions 
the publication of QSX 
would not be possible. 

As advertised, The PEARS’s 
monthly meetings have found 
a new home, the German 

Club in Port Elizabeth. The time stays the same, 19h30, just 
another venue. The first meeting at the new venue is on 
Tuesday the 18th of February at 19h30. Tony, ZR2TX will 
be giving a presentation on Meshtastic. 

On the DX side, the 2024 DX Marathon results have been 
released. In Africa, Donovan, ZS2DL came second, while 
Paul, ZS2PS came 6th. Congratulations to Donovan and 
Paul. Also, PEARS came first in Africa! What a great 
achievement! Thank you to all who submitted their logs. 

The South African Radio League’s National Field Day and 
FM VHF/UHF Contest takes place on the 8th to the 9th of 
March. Please look out on the various communication 
channels for where we will be running a station as a club 

ZSDL 
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From the editor  
Here’s hoping you enjoy reading this edition of QSX. If you have an article or 

two that you would like published in future copies of QSX, please let me 

have your contribution by email to qsx.zs2ag@gmail.com.  

Please do not send me QSX material on WhatsApp as I  am inundated with 

WhatsApp messages and I will miss your material. 

Thank you for your continued support of QSX and the articles you have sub-

mitted for this issue. 

73,  

Ashley ZS2AG 

for you to participate in. 

Two events are coming up, the Addo 100 miler from the 
21st to the 23rd of March. This event requires camping out 
in the greater Addo Elephant National Park and some other 
close by areas included in the new route. On the 30th of 
March is the Ironman in Port Elizabeth. Should you be 
available to assist, please let Tony, ZR2TX know. We need 
all the volunteers we can get for these events, especially the 
Addo 100 miler. These events bring good income in for the 
club. 

Club bulletins are broadcast every Monday evening on the 
Lady Slipper repeater, at 20h00 CAT. Preceding the bulletin 
is a rebroadcast of Amateur Radio Today by Rory, ZS2BL. 
Please tune in to the bulletin and call in on the post bulletin 
net. 

On a final note, best wishes to all those celebrating birth-
days and anniversaries all the best and to many more. 

73, 
Kevern 
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 Minutes of the PEARS Committee Meeting  

Held at the Italian Club on the 28th January 2025 at 18h45  

Welcome:  

Chairman Kevern ZR2BK, welcomed all present.  

Present:  

ZR2BK, ZS2AAW, ZS2GV, ZS2DH, ZS2AG, ZS2VR ZS2MIC, ZS2DL, 

ZS2PS  

Apologies:  

None  

Acceptance of minutes:  

Minutes of previous meeting were reviewed and accepted  

Proposed: ZS2AG  

Seconded: ZR2BK  

Matters arising:  

None  

Finance:  

Savings R 19 638.11  

Investment R 60 202.51  

Expenses for Jan – March 2025:  

• Italian club monthly rental of R300 x3 =R900  

• Electricity 700 x3 = R2 100  

• ICASA licences ~ R5 000  

• ISP costs of R580 cancelled now in December, so this is a saving.  

General:  

ZR2BK  

Thanks to ZS2DL for the container upgrade at Slipper, done in December, 

Diesel costs also covered by Donovan, thanks DL/HRO!  

2 Events in December went off smoothly.  
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RAE – registration opens end of Jan. 4 names already. Hoping for more. 

Ideal is 6 or 7 candidates. 

Jamtin – whatsapp received from Scouts. Rental comes to an end in Feb. 

Scouts want to use it for training purposes. Need to reclaim the Silent Keys 

board and maybe the big map (ZS2PS offered). Tower came from ZS2BK, 

so is a PEARS asset.  

VHF Contest is done. About 10 logs received. Most operated one day only 

(Saturday). Digital was only 2 logs. Thanks Paul for going to the effort of ac-

tivating Olifantskop.  

SARL competition in March will see them going back to Olifantskop.  

Club meeting venue:  

Italian Club has changed to Monthly fees to be paid in advance. R300 per 

month.  

German Club can accommodate us, they have various halls, restaurant 

works, bar is stocked, R400 per month, so slightly more, but service and 

reliability is a better bet. Field days also possible on their premises. Braai 

place available. Propose a supper evening for the first meeting PEARS 

holds at the new venue. Cancelled ISP costs will cover this monthly cost. 

Tuesdays are available. Meeting agreed unanimously to try this.  

Wifi:  

Wifi link ZS2AAW to Mount Road purchase was approved by the meeting, 

but first we will try a reclaimed 5GHz link that ZR2BK has available. This will 

enable DMR, DSTAR, IRLP, Echolink and also future AllStar nodes to link 

repeaters where needed, to other regions as an option  

Longmore  

Interference from Southern Cape Eden Radio Club – hitting Longmore on 

either a link or VHF frequency. Approach them to please chance configura-

tion or frequency.  

Hammies  

ZR2BK organised a possible trip for Hammies to Shamwari. Offer still stands 

since 2021 when it was first requested. Youth sprint, Youth Day or a similar 

contest weekend to be chosen. Liasing with Lunga from EL. Will also count 

as a park activation.  
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Club Activities suggestions:  

• Fox hunt every quarter?  

• Learning CW via classes on air with ZS2DL  

• Construction – antennas with ZS2VR, Every Tuesday constructors/

programming evening on Zoom with ZS2R/ZR2NT  

• DXpedition – plan one!  

• Trans-Atlantic contacts on VHF (not satellite or EME). Resuscitate the VHF 

beacon/s  

 

ZS2AG  

QSX articles are needed earlier in the month as he still has saltmine stuff to 

do. Can’t be at the last minute.  

ZS2MIC  

Need to reinstate the repeaters – Slipper performance is shocking, suspect 

the antennas are wrong. More activity will generate more interest in club ac-

tivities.  

ZS2DL  

Slipper cancellation is concluded, so he would like to sponsor R500 a month 

towards Slipper. Paperwork is needed. ZS2MIC will look into it.  

ZS2AAW  

Equipment from the late ZS2RL to be advertised on the web as before. 

Funds for the widow.  

Closure  

Meeting closed at 19h37  

Next meeting 17th February 2025.  

CHAIRMAN                                              SECRETARY  

KEVERN BURGER (ZR2BK)                   CHRISTOPHER SCARR (ZS2AAW  
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P.E.A.R.S. VHF / UHF CONTEST 

By Glen ZS2GV 

What does a person do when the club contest clashes 
with a family occasion ? 

Combine the two…. 

The family do was in Jefferies Bay at a double storie  
house in Wave Crest with a good view towards P.E. 
and its surounding mountains. 

Thankfully Vaughan, ZS2VR, had run a workshop last 
year to build a 2M yagi for fox hunting. 

Well, this anten-
na and the Yaesu 
FT-817 were 
sumgled into the 
vehicle. The 817 
was chosen in 
case someone 
wanted to try ssb 
on 2M. 

I managed to 
hear the follow-
ing stations: 
ZS2GS and 
ZS2ACP. I man-
aged to work : 
ZS2DL; ZS2SG 
and ZS2N. Not 
too bad I sup-
pose considering 
the setup…. 
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Submitted for publication by Theunis ZS2EC 
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Birthdays 

February 2025 
18 Carlin Mitchell ZS2NM 
18 Peter Flynn ZS2PF 
19 Gary Laaks ZS2GRL 
25 Kevern Burger ZR2BK 
26 Jacques van der Heide ZR2JH 
28 Basie Du Plessis ZR2BA 
29 Wolf Gerstle ZS2WG 

March 2025 

01 Rudi Goosens ZR2RG 
08 Errol Kleinhans ZS2EK  

Spouse Birthdays 
February 2025  

25 Jacqui Saayman Matthew ZS2SA 

March 2025 

01 Wendy Gilbert Shawn ZS2SG 
03 Daphne Galpin Paul ZS2PG  

 
Anniversaries 
February 2025 
22 Matthew Jacqui Saayman ZS2SA 
23 Colin Cheryl Schroder ZR2CRS 
 

March 2025 

03 Tim Teresa Joubert ZS2X 
15 Arno Cheryl du Preez ZS2ABT 
18 Andrew Roslyn Prideaux ZS2PA 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Disclaimer 
Please note: 
 
The Editor, nor any PEARS club member shall be held 
liable for errors and/or omissions in any article and/or 
drawing contained in this newsletter. Furthermore, any 
view expressed is not necessarily that of the Editor, 
any committee member or other members of the Club. 
The material contained in this newsletter is not meant 
to defame, purge, humiliate and/or hurt someone’s 
person or feelings. 
If copy is unintentionally infringed, we apologise. The 
newsletter is published as a free service to Amateur 
Radio Operators and friends.  
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 Sunday SARL and Monday 

Evening PEARS Bulletins 

PEARS provides a local reading of 

the SARL bulletin every Sunday 

morning at 8:15 in Afrikaans read 

by Kevern ZR2BK and at 8:30 in 

English read by Rory ZS2BL, trans-

mitted through the Lady’s Slipper 

Repeater on 145.700MHz. 

PEARS Bulletins are transmitted on 

Monday evenings at 20H00 through 

the Lady’s Slipper repeater 

145.700MHz 88.5Hz Narrow, which 

is coupled to the Longmore Repeat-

er 145.625 MHz  88.5Hz Narrow. 
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Our 2024/2025 PEARS Committee 


