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PEARS Monthly Meeting will be on
18th November 2025 at the German Club.

From the Chair

Dear Members,

M \Welcome to another edi-
tion of QSX, and thanks to
Ashley for putting this to-
gether.

Some exciting news is that
Tony, ZR2TX is working on
a Pico Balloon launch, and
has been planning to pro-
cure the necessary items
for the launch. | am sure you have heard of the other
clubs launching Pico Balloons, and one being
watched right now is the ZS1ERZ-12 Balloon, current-
ly on its 7" circumnavigation around the globe. If you
would like to join the WhatsApp group for the project,
please let a committee member know, or contact Tony
direct.

The 14™ is our monthly meeting at the German Club,
and Tony will be giving a talk on the Pico Balloon pro-
ject, as well as Neil, ZR2NT on tower loading. Please
join us for these two very interesting talks that will
take place. The meeting starts at the normal time of
19h30.




Arrangements are in progress for the supper evening
for our year end function, with a short meeting. Please
watch the various groups, listen to the bulletins (every
Monday evening at 20h00 on Slipper) and our Face-
book page for updates. The November get together
will be the last meeting for the year.

| have had some calls regarding the SARL website,
and access. If you are accessing the website for the
first time you will need to register. For the SA-QSL
system, you will use your old 5 digit pin from the previ-
ous website. If it does not work you can email Rassie,
rassiezs1yt@gagmail.com to reset it for you.

Till next month,
73,

Kevern, ZR2BK

FROM THE EDITOR

Here’s hoping you enjoy reading this edition of QSX. If you
have an article or two that you would like published in future
copies of QSX, please let me have your contribution by email to
gsx.zs2ag@gmail.com.

Please do not send me QSX material on WhatsApp as | am
inundated with WhatsApp messages and | will miss your materi-
al.

Thank you for your continued support of QSX and the articles
you have submitted for this issue.

73,

Ashley ZS2AG



mailto:rassiezs1yt@gmail.com

Minutes of PEARS Monthly Meeting
Held at the German Club on the 16th September 2025 at 19h30

Welcome:

Chairman Kevern ZR2BK welcomed all present.
Attendance:

Approximately 17 attendees. As per Register.
Apologies:

ZR2CRS, ZS2GS, ZS2SG, ZS2NEM, ZS2IW
Acceptance of previous meeting's minutes:
Proposed ZS2AG

Seconded ZS2RT

Matters arising:

None

Finances:

Mike reported all in order before the meeting.
TransBaviaans has donated. Claims will be paid out soon.
AGM Certificates were handed out:

* Ou toppie certificate to Allan ZS2BO

» Appreciation award for Farmer Brown at Olifantskop for the
use of his farm venue, ZS2BO to

pass on, thanks Allan
* Appreciation award to Ashley ZS2AG
QSX




Published last night, and thanks to the contributors for this edi-
tion.

SARL Field Day

Was held at Elandsrivier Monte Vista, a successful event. Kev-
in gave feedback.

ZS2M ran 1W from Steytlerville.
RAE

ZS2VR reported back on the course progress. 11 students.
Nice to have a full class. HF assessments have started over
the next few weekends on 7098, please listen out and assist.

Fox Hunt

Planned for 11 October from the German club 09h00. Please
join us. ZR2BK would like to be the fox, ZS2DL offered use of
his transmitter. Social afterwards in the club facilities

Next Month’s meeting

Is on the 14th October (a week earlier) due to Oktoberfest.
Please also contribute QSX articles earlier than usual because
of this.

Micro-DX-pedition in Lesotho

ZS6LZ 10 peaks in 5 days, all are 10 points. Operating now
from Sani Pass, start tomorrow with the first peak. Activate PO-
TA, calling frequency 7114.

SARL AGM

Next year at the Willows 1-2 May. Accommodation is a lot
cheaper than what the delegates are used to. SARL news has
announced it, and will pay the deposit. Nomination forms for
SARL awards are available on the web. Motivate someone!




Still looking for an Afrikaans proofreader for the national bulle-
tins

Events

Only LoFER coming up in December

Possibly a day-night rally in Longmore forest in November.
Contesting

Blue book has all the rules. Dave gave some details on organis-
ing support for contests. We need to plan earlier for the PEARS
VHF UHF contest so we don’t wake up too late (2nd week in
January).

October is the last normal meeting and then January is too late.
So let’'s plan now. Olifantskop is a good venue, as is Karee-
douwberg. Let's make 2 teams. ZS2DH keen on Ben MacDou-
hie, but it's a long drive...

ZR2BK will circulate the dates, get something going before the
next meeting and get commitments.

ZS2DL: Get proper antennas made/imported. Need to spend
money to be competitive.

General:
ZR2NT:

Any interest in presentations? ZR2NT offered a talk on
“Keeping your antennas up — wind loading on masts” etc.
Booked for 14th October!

Tuesday nights on air technical meetings still going, on Slipper.
Join them!

ZS2BO:

Any repeater news: Kareedouwberg? Need to complete Mount




Road first.

Cockscomb repeater is very quiet, sadly, people call and get no
response.

Slipper performance issues were raised again. TX coverage is
still poor. Need to replace feeder as a start....

Future guest speaker will be Guy via teams, on BACAR.
Closure:

Meeting ended at 20h21

Next meeting 14th October 2025

Speaker:

n/a

CHAIRMAN SECRETARY
KEVERN BURGER (ZR2BK) CHRISTOPHER
SCARR (ZS2AAW

Left: P.E.A.R.S. (which was
then known as the PE Branch
of SARL) made the front page
of the October 1986 issue of the
Radio ZS magazine.

The front page photograph fea-
tured the stand that our club
erected at the June 1986 hob-
bies fair.

The only person identifiable in
the photo is the ham wearing
the white jacket - the late Viv
Moore ZS2VM.




WHAT’s INSIDE YOUR GO-BOX

By ZS2PTY

| always thought | should write an article about how NOT to be
a HAM but I've made so many bloopers over the years that the
article has by now expanded to what could be a book. None
the less, (focus Patsy) let’s talk about what’'s inside my GO-
BOX.

Many moons ago my very first GO-BOX was called O.P (other
people’s). | still think it's the most cost effective and practical
Go-Box system to have even though it has its limitations nl you
can’t choose your rig or the operator who owns the rig. Howev-
er, the benefits far outweighed those limitations, and | had
hours of fun working events such as the VW Rally, Trans Bavi-
aans, MTB, Ironman etc without lifting a finger to set-up equip-
ment. | would pitch up, operate and let the big boys worry
about equipment failure like the time during a Cycling event in
PE when | tripped over ZR2TX’s battery and unbeknownst to
me disconnected the radio. After enjoying a lovely cupa hot
chocolate on that frosty morning Tony, suspicious of the
looooong radio silence, was left to trouble shoot the now mors-
dood radio while | merrily moved on to watch the cyclist tumble
down the hill.

Ah those where the days. Go-Box O.P done and dusted.

Well, we must all grow up some time and I'll never forget that
moment of pride when | purchased my very own 2m rig and
mag mount antenna. The time has come to assemble Go-Box
1. Very basic setup, 1 x Colt bakkie (comes with power source
for radio), 1 x Yaesu FT 2m radio, 1 x Mag mount antenna and
last but not least 1 x 13 spanner to connect radio to said power
source. | felt empowered, like a real HAM. GoBox 1 and | could
now enjoy a bit more freedom, not much, but it counts.
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As equipment goes, one never has enough and soon | added a
R100 bauofeng hand held to my collection. After all, | need a
bit more freedom. The radio was so tiny, | had trouble finding it
once I've put it down!

Fast forward through the years and | acquired a few extra bits
and bobs to add to my essential equipment which brings me to
THE Go-Box

Now before | dive into the ultimate Go-Box, | should mention
that my OCD and fear of being unprepared might contribute to
the contents of this box so pls be patient while | lay out the
complete box.

1 x telescopic mast

1 x X50 antenna

1 x whip antenna with bonnet clip
1 x Ilcom 2730 dual band rig

1 x Yeasu Ftincase | fry something radio (in all honesty — this is
the one that would fry)

1x complete Ingco Screwdriver set

1 x Ingco side cutter

1x Ingco Sharp nose pliers + a flatnose for incase

1 x Ingco portable battery with charger

1 x Ingco portable soldering iron + solder and solder paste

1 x Ingco portable dril + bits and sockets for incase

1 x Ingco portable phone charger for when you’re in the bush...

1 x micro screwdriver and socket set for — you never know for
when and what

1 x torch




1 x emergency triangle — has nothing to do with radio but looks
cool in my box

Various connector thingy mabobs
Different lengths of co-ax
1 x 40m portable antenna

Cable ties in various sizes to secure equipment or retrain peo-
ple (don’t judge)

Duct tape (not for people)

1 x fold up ladder — incase | need to be taller

1 x car battery because | can

1 x solar panel and regulator to charge said battery.

A4 paper pad for doodling when I’'m bored and make occasional
notes

Pens for variety

Clip board — handy item to have — can double as a tray when
needed.

Rope
Last but not least - a selection of random spanners, wire strip-
per, fuses, lugs and blou draad want n boer maak n plan

Yes, | know | might come across as an Ingco fan but | promise
it's an all yellow theme go-box and girls like colour coded
themes, and I'm a girl... ok ok | like INGCO.

There are many other things in my Go-Box that cannot be seen,
like wonderful memories of SK members, lessons learned
through the years, good fellowship, lifelong friendships and the
flickering of a little light keeping my ham spirit alive.

Well now you know what | cart along in my very own big girl ra-
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dio ham go-box.

Here are a few pics of days gone by.

— -

B 4

-

Y Above: Current Go-Box
=4
mM

\: Left: ZS2PTY VW Rally

Right: the
complete set-
up, no mess,

no fuss.

. : Above: O.P with compliments from
Above: Go Box 1 — Colt Bakk

ove: 130 Box ot Bakiae as ZR2TX — Tony being paraat after the
looong radio silence and me — me be-

2011 MTB Addo ing a happy ham.

power source
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Binthdays and Iunivensanies

Birthdays
October 2025

26 Patricia (Patsy) Kruger ZS2PTY
27 Edward (Ted) Smook ZS2TED
29 Bennie Greyling ZR2BC

29 Pat Pullinger ZS2PJP
November 2025

01 Michael Nolan ZS2MHN
03 Dwane Dicks Dwane

05 Andre Botes ZS2ACP
05 Albert Brand ZS2BA

08 Martin Ras ZS2MR

13 Neill Purdon ZS2NIL

13 Johan Swart ZS2PDS

Spouse Birthidays
October 2025

24 Cathy Gerstle Wolf ZS2WG
November 2025

13 Johan Swart Anmar ZR2AS
17 Cheryl du Preez Arno ZS2ABT

Anniversaries
October 2025
24 Al Jo Akers ZS2U ZS2W

November 2025
05 Isak Bettie Greef ZS27G
09 Tim Brigitte Jones ZS2TIM

DISCLAIMER

Please note:

The Editor, nor any PEARS club
member shall be held liable for
errors and/or omissions in any
article and/or drawing contained
in this newsletter. Furthermore,
any view expressed is not nec-
essarily that of the Editor, any
committee member or other
members of the Club. The mate-
rial contained in this newsletter
is not meant to defame, purge,
humiliate and/or hurt someone’s
person or feelings.

If copy is unintentionally in-
fringed, we apologise. The
newsletter is published as a free
service to Amateur Radio Oper-
ators and friends.

PEARS MEMBERSHIP

YOU can become a member of PEARS - you
do not have to be a radio amateur, nor do you
have to be in the PE Area. We would like to
have you as a member, and to include you in
the QSX mailing list. Send us your details or
download a PEARS Mermbership Application
form, fill it in and email it back to us
on committee[at]peham.co.za

The society membership subscriptions are
renewable at the beginning of April each year.
The rates are:

Standard : R300.00
Pensioner : R150.00
Spouse of a member : R50.00
Student/scholar : R80.00
(rates updated after the 2024 AGM)

its into the club bank account can be made
but members must use their callsign or name
as a reference for identification purposes on

the bank statement.
Club bank details:

NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT NO.
2212527594
BRANCH CODE 198765 (NEDBANK
SOUTH AFRICA)



http://www.zs2pe.co.za/pears_membership_form.pdf
http://www.zs2pe.co.za/pears_membership_form.pdf

Sunday SARL and Monday
Evening PEARS Bulletins Bu“etin ROSteP

PEARS provides a local reading of 20-Oct |Kevern ZR2BK

the SARL bulletin every Sunday

morning at 8:15 in Afrikaans read 27-Oct_|Dave Z52DH
by Kevern ZR2BK and at 8:30 in [03-Nov |Chris ZS2AAW
English read by Rory ZS2BL, trans- [10-Nov |Mike ZS2MIC
mitted through the Lady’s Slipper 17-Nov Ashley 7S2AG

Repeater on 145.700MHz.

24-Nov |Vaughan ZS2VR

PEARS Bulletins are transmitted on

Monday evenings at 20H00 through 01-Dec |Patsy LS2PTY
the Lady’s Slipper repeater |08-Dec |Andrew 7S2AFB
145.700MHz 88.5Hz Narrow, which

is coupled to the Longmore Repeat- 15-Dec Rory I52BL
er 145.625 MHz 88.5Hz Narrow. http://www.zs2pe.co.za/bulletins.him

HAM RADIO OUTLET-SOUTH AFRICA cc

“Where Radio is a Passion”

Port Elizabeth’s official distributer of YAESU, Kenwood and
ICOM amateur equipment

O
ICOM KENWOOD

For all your Amateur needs from plugs to coax...
Give us a call 041 3711425. Speak to Donovan (ZS2DL)

We Ship Country Wide!

Visit http://www.hamradio.co.za

For all your ham radio requirements!
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Our 2025/2026 PEARS Committee

PORTFOLIO NAME CALLSIGN EMAIL CONTACT No
Cha'irman, Eehnicaliupportt Kevern Burger ZR2BK k.burger[at]stfrancislinks.com 083 401 9587
maintenance

¥;f§,§"2;’n'{‘;"t Ssé:)?:‘ngais"“’ Haminies | e Z52DH oml[at]zs2dh.co.za 082 387 5657
Treasurer Michael Steenkamp ZS2MIC zs2mic[at]igen.co.za 082 523 5677
if:;e;:{ya,b:fgeaters, OSXjematling, Christopher Scarr ZS2AAW christopher[at]peham.co.za 082 925 6367
RAE Training Vaughan Rizzo ZS2VR vaughan[at]netaddress.co.za 082 882 6555
;echnic;llErepeaters, Searchang Glen Cummings 752GV glenvanessa[at]gmail.com 082 411 2743

escue mergency comms

QSX Editor Ashley Goosen ZS2AG gsx.zs2ag[at]gmail.com 082 372 6696
Public relations, special events Patsy Kruger ZS2PTY patsykruger68[at]icloud.com 082 513 9493
Fox hunts, Field Days Andrew Bouwer ZS2AFB andrew[at]bouwer.cc 072 546 7836

CO-OPTED POSTS

PORTFOLIO NAME CALLSIGN EMAIL CONTACT No
Contest Liaison Officer Theunis Potgieter ZS2EC zs2ec01[at]gmail.com 064 901 8079
Events & Rally organising Tony Allen ZR2TX tony.zr2tx[at]gmail.com 082 956 2920
RAE Training Shaun Gilbert 7525G gaswise3[at]gmail.com 083 672 5241

(Please note: The "@" sign has been replaced with "[at]" in the above addresses to try to prevent spamming)

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services

Local Rep s: These rep form a sep, sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - D h area.

Town VHF Longmore Uitenhage Town UHF

145.050/650 145.025/625 145.075/675 431050438650 | t:::z’o;i"b'e
88.5Hz, Narrow 12.5k 88.5H2, Narrow 12.5k Wide 25k Wide 25k

Cockscomb Viewlands e These form DMR D-Star

431.000/438,600 431.075/438.675 linking hubs for 430.675/438.275 145.175/775
Add 88.5Hz for squ tall | Add 88.5Hz for squ tail | events, hence no tail QTH: ZS2VA QTH: 282N
Cape Linked System Repeaters:

These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, In conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and WCRWG
ems. See www.zs2pe.co.za/Rep s/repeaters.htm for more detalls.

Lady’s Slipper
145,100/700
88.5Hz, Narrow 12.5k

APRS/Packet k:
ZSONTP Node ZSOKDK APRS Digi ZSOKDB APRS Digl
Lady’s Slipper Mount Road Longmore
434,800 1200bd 434,800 1200bd 434,800 1200bd

439.850 9600 bd

Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Bank code 121217, A/C name: Port
Elizabeth Amateur Radio Soclety. Please use call signs as a reference.
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